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Most people only use one web browser in their everyday life. Yet could it make sense to use multiple browsers
intentionally for different purposes?

Chrome, Edge, Firefox or Safari – the large majority of users decides to use one Internet browser for all their areas
of application, something which usually works just fine. Still, using multiple browsers could have some advantages,
particularly for security and data protection purposes.

The basic idea is a simple one: Every browser is assigned a designated use. You could for instance use one browser
for work, a second one for e-banking and other financial transactions and a third one for Social Media, news and
general surfing.

By splitting this, you mix fewer data with each other. Passwords, saved log-ins and browser histories remain sepa-
rate – and therefore more clearly arranged and potentially safer. If something goes wrong in one browser, for in-
stance because of accessing an unsafe website or a problematic add-on, this will not automatically affect all other
areas of use and access. Another advantage: Each browser can be configured differently – depending on the area of
use you can make it particularly secure or as comfortable to use as possible.

Multiple browsers make sense especially if you use the same device for professional and private reasons, if you are
using sensitive services such as online banking or important accounts or if you would intentionally like more control
for data protection purposes.

However, this strategy also has some drawbacks: Next to the initial effort required to set them up, all browsers you
use have to be kept up-to-date. In addition, this method does not replace any basic protective measures like strong
passwords, an up-to-date and securely configured operating system with antivirus facility or regular data back-ups.
One simpler option is to use different profiles (Chrome, Edge) or containers (Firefox) in the same browser.

Remember: Most of today’s fraud attempts don’t target poorly protected technology, but the vulnerability which is a
human being. Even using multiple browsers or profiles therefore doesn’t replace a healthy dose of common sense
or the require vigilance when surfing the Internet.

Multiple browsers for increased se-
curity?
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